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1.2.2 The role of woodlands
The South East is England’s most wooded region, with
its woodland cover of 15% being twice the national
average (Forestry Commission, 2005).  AONBs in
the South East are also amongst the most heavily
wooded in the country.  In the Chilterns, for instance,
woodland accounts for 21% of the AONB, with this
figure rising to 25% in the High Weald, and 40% in
the Surrey Hills.
With woodlands being such an important component
of these protected landscapes, they were considered
likely to make a significant contribution to the
overall area of accessible natural greenspace.  In
addition, woodlands which fall outside the definition
of accessible natural greenspace may well provide
an opportunity for increasing access in areas of low
greenspace provision.
However, the initial report on accessible greenspace
produced for the South East AONBs Woodlands
Programme (McKernan, 2003) considered that
although woodlands play an important role in
recreation and access provision, they are only one
aspect of natural greenspace in the South East.  The
research for the report found no clear evidence that
woodland was  sought after more than any other type
of greenspace for recreation and access activities.  The
report concluded, therefore, that an understanding
of the contribution of woodlands to access and
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Map 1. Location of protected landscapes wholly or partly within the South East

recreation provision would require an analysis that
took into account all types of natural greenspace in the
countryside.
A model was therefore required which could provide

an analysis of all natural greenspace in the South East.  
A key requirement was that the model would need
to provide a suitable method that could be applied to
digital mapping analysis – specifically, that it should
include size and distance criteria, i.e. a definition of

