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20.0 Decay Classes

Using the decay classes (below) from Malcolm Hunter’s Wildlife, Forests, And Forestry
(1990), Prentice Hall, New Jersey, surveyors are required to enter Decay classes for
lying deadwood in transects and for standing deadwood within plots.

20.1 Standing deadwood

During the assessments of Mensuration Plots (Circular or Whole Section) all dead stems
>4cm DBH are recorded. Using the diagram overleaf select which Decay class (top row of
diagrams) the standing stem relates to (3 — 7).

20.2 Lying deadwood

During the Lying Deadwood assessments all dead stems >7cm diameter where they
cross the transect line are recorded. Using the diagram overleaf select which Decay class
(Log Decomposition, 2™ row of diagrams) the lying deadwood relates to (1 - 5).

20.3 Stumps

When assessing the stump nearest the plot centre/point assess the decay class from the
top diagram below using classes 8-9.
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Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Stage 7 Stage & Stage 9
Loose bark Claan Broken Decomposed Dowm Stump
Malerial
Log decomposition Log decomposition Log decomposition Log decomposition
class 2 class 3 class 4 class &
m——ﬂﬂ——lﬂ__ = .I_I:_I_?-— 'd':---—-—--_-—_?r‘-
Bark Intact Imtact trace abseat sbsent
T'Mﬂﬂ < 3cm present abdent absent ahient absent
Texture Intace ::::ﬂ' Ee partly hard, largs ploces ;?:24 seft, hlacky soft and powdery
Shape round roind round round to oval owil
Color of wood original coler ariglaal color :';'ﬂ"'L ewlor to ;:ﬂ:.f‘;"ﬂd brom ;:ﬁ‘“‘:rw;ﬂ;
Portion of kog log efevated oa Tog elevated Tog 13 sagging all of Tog on a1l of log én
on gr support points but sagaing slightly near ground ground ground

Figure 20 - 1: Decay classes in Standing and Lying deadwood (from Hunter (1990)).
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