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SUMMARY

This report provides results from a cycling survey that took place in Sherwood Pines
Forest Park. A total of 60 questionnaires were completed, 8 on weekdays and 52 at
the weekend.

40% of the groups consisted of 2 people, with a further 22% of groups consisting of 4
people. 74% of groups included adults aged between 25-59 years, 45% included
senior citizens, 7% included young adults aged 16-24 years, and 36% of groups
included children.

25% of respondents had travelled between 6-15 miles to reach the site. 22% had
travelled between 16 and 25 miles.

53% of respondents had visited the site before. Of those who had visited the
woodland before, 41% visited between 1 and 3 times a year. 40% visited less often

and a further 12% visited between 1 and 3 times a month.

35% had always known about the woodland. 21% found out through friends and
relatives. A further 15% found out through local guide book/map.

23% of respondents at the woodland were visiting for fresh air/exercise. 22% of
respondents were visiting the sites to walk (with or without dogs).

41% of respondents were staying at the woodland for around 4 hours plus.
98% of respondents said they would go to the visitor centre again.
Most of the respondents expressed an opinion about the lay out, opening hours, range

of products and the standard of service in the shop. They were all generally rated
good.
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A total of 60 interviews were carried out, 8 on weekdays and 52 at the weekend.

Table 1.1 Number of completed interviews
Number of interviews

Weekdays 8

Weekends 52

Total 60

Group Composition

There were a total of 184 visitors in the 60 groups interviewed. There were roughly
equal numbers of male and female visitors.

42% of groups included 2 people, and 22% consisted of 3 people. 17% of groups
consisted of 4 people.

Excluding groups of 10 or more, there were on average 3.1 people per group.

Figure 1.1: Group Size
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The majority of groups (83%) included adults aged between 25-59 years, and 12%
included at least one senior citizen. 18% of groups included young adults and 40%
included children.

In terms of total visitors, adults aged between 25-59 years accounted for 61% of all
visitors. 20% of all visitors were children, and 12% were young adults.

Figure 1.2: Visitor Composition
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40% of groups included two adults and no children, and 30% included two adults with
children.

Figure 1.3: Type of Group
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Type of Visitor

56% of visitors were locals (living within 15 miles of the site). 37% of visitors were
holidaymakers. 7% were on a day trip from home.

Figure 1.4: Type of Visitor
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Visitor Profile
All of those interviewed were asked to provide their full home postcode.

Each of these postcodes was assigned an “ACORN” code. The Acorn classification
was created using cluster analysis of the 1991 Population Census to divide almost all
postcodes in 54 “types”. These types can be aggregated into 17 “groups” and the
groups into 6 broad “categories” (A to F). Addresses in postcodes within any “type”
will therefore tend to have a lot in common and can be given a label which describes
the typical member of that “type”, e.g. “Wealthy suburbs, large detached houses”.

The acorn codes are reassigned each year to represent demographic changes since
1991.

The table below shows the proportion of valid postcodes from the survey that fall into
each group. This is then compared to the overall GB population using an index, to
look for similarities and differences between the two.

The table shows that the level of visits to Sherwood were highest among ‘Well-off
Workers, Family Areas’ (B5) and ‘Comfortable Middle Agers, Mature Home Owning
Areas’ (D9).

Table 1.2 Acorn coded postcodes

GB
Acorn group Population| Survey | Index
Base

Al  Wealthy Achievers, Suburbia 15.0 2401 139
A2  Affluent Greys, Rural Communities 2.1 5.9 0
A3  Prosperous Pensioners, Retirement Areas 2.5 3.1 0
B4  Affluent Executives, Family Areas 4.4 5.8 95
B5 Well-off Workers, Family Areas 7.3 8.8 228
C6 Affluent Urbanites, Town & City Areas 2.6 2.1 160
C7 Prosperous Professionals, Metropolitan Areas 2.0 0.9 0
C8 Better-off Executives, Inner City Areas 4.0 24| 104
D9 Comfortable Middle Agers, Mature Home Owning Areas 13.0 15.5| 192
D10 Skilled Workers, Home Owning Areas 12.7 12.2 66
E11 New Home Owners, Mature Communities 8.1 7.5 103
E12 White Collar Workers, Better-off Multi-Ethnic Areas 4.0 2.4 0
F13 Older People, Less Prosperous Areas 3.2 24| 130
F14 Council Estate residents, Better-off Homes 11.2 49 37
F15 Council Estate residents, High Unemployment 3.0 1.0 0
F16 Council Estate residents, Greatest Hardship 2.5 1.0 0
F17 People in Multi-Ethnic, Low Income Areas 2.1 0.1 0
U  Unclassified 0.2 0.2 0
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Visitor Origin

All those interviewed were asked to provide their full postcode. Table 1.3 shows the
origin of visitors, based on the home postcodes and town/country names supplied.

Table 1.3: Visitor origin

Region Percentage of respondents

East Midlands

from home 47

not from home 5
North England 5
Rest of GB 23
Overseas 2
Unknown 18
All respondents 100% (=60)

Figure 1 shows the origin of visitors to Sherwood Pines from the local area, and the
origin of visitors from the whole of GB are shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 1: Map indicating the origin of Visitors to Sherwood Pines in the local
area
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Figure 2: Map indicating the origin of visitors to Sherwood Pines and giving a
valid postcode in GB
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Type of Accommodation

79% of respondents satyed at Centre Parcs. 11% of respondents styed at a hotel and a
further 10% stayed at a youth hostel.

Figure 2: Type of Accommodation
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Finding out about the site
21% of all respondents had always known about the woodland. 24% found out
through friends or relatives. A further 30% of respondents found out through other

methods, mainly through Centre Parcs.

Figure 3: Finding out about the woodland
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The table below shows that the majority of repeat visitors had always known about
the site, or had found out through other Centre Parcs. 28% of first time visitors had
found out about the site through friends or relatives, and a further 39% through other
methods (mainly through Centre Parcs).

Table 2: How first time and repeat visitors found out about the woodland

Repeat visitor  First time visitors Total
Always known 29 0 21
Friend/ relation 24 28 25
Road signs 11 6 9
Other leaflet 8 17 11
Local guide book/ map 0 11 4
Other 29 39 32
Total 100%(=41) 100%(=18) 100%(=60)

Length of Stay

39% of respondents were staying at the woodland for around 2 hours. 29% were
staying for around 3 hours and 22% were staying around 4 hours plus.

The average length of stay at the woodland was 2.7 hours.

Figure 4: Length of Stay
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Cycling

The results below present the ratings in terms of proportion of visitors who expressed
an opinion.

23% of respondents cycle for leisure more than once a week in the summer. 23% of
respondents cycle for leisure twice a month.

19% of respondents said they cycled in Sherwood once a week in the summer, a
further 36% of respondents said they never cycled in Sherwood in the summer.

78% expressed an opinion about the forest as a place to cycle. Of those 98% rated it
as good or very good.

81% of respondents used the cycle trail. Of these 83% rated it as good or very good.

29% of respondents used the off-road mountain biking area. Of these 94% rated it as
good or very good.

7% of respondents hired bikes from VC. Of these 33% rated the cycle hire facility as
good.

Figure 5: Cycle ratings
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53% of respondents said they did no cycling “off the trail” or in the “mountain biking
area”, 24% did all their cycling off the road.

92% of respondents thought there were adequate facilities for cyclists at the
woodland.

31% of respondents were aware of the forest cycling code.
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36% of respondents expected to find the information regarding cycling at the tourist
information office. A further 19% expected to find the information regarding cycling
at the cycle centre.

Figure 6: Where would you expect to find information regarding cycling
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Possible Improvements

The most popular suggestions were to improve bike storage, first aid and rain shelters.
Other suggestions were family routes and better signage.

Attraction of the forest

The proximity of Centre Parc was one of the attractions of the forest. Other attractions
of the woodland were the safety and fun for children.
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APPENDIX 1: Sherwood Pines Cycling Survey Questionnaire 2000

SHERWOOD PINES CYCLING SURVEY 2000

Batch

Form

Hello; I am carrying out a survey for the Forestry Commission. Can you please spare a few minutes to

answer some questions?

1. Group size - enter number of people in each
category in each box. (Estimate age group - don’t
ask)

Male Female
Senior Citizens (Age 60+)
Other Adults (Age 25-59)
Young Adults (Age 16-24)
Children (Under 16)
Dogs Bicycles

2. Have you travelled from home today?
Circle One
Yes 1
No 2

Skip to O3
Ask Q2a

2a. What type of accommodation did you stay in
last night?

Circle one
Bed & Breakfast/ Guest House 1
Hotel 2
Camping/ Caravan 3
With friends/ relatives 4
Youth Hostel 5
Self Catering 6
Center Parcs 7
Other 8
3. How far have you travelled today to get here?
Circle one
Up to 5 miles 1
6 - 15 miles 2
16 - 25 miles 3
26 - 50 miles 4
Over 50 miles 5

4. What was the main type of transport you used
to get here today? (The one used for the longest
distance)

Circle one
Car/ van 1
Minibus/ coach 2
Public transport 3
Bicycle 4
On foot 5
Other 6

Specify
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5. Have you been here before?
Circle One
Yes 1
No 2

6. How did you first find out about this
woodland? (if answer 4 - 8 ask Q6a, all others skip

to Q7)

Circle One
Always known 1
Friend/ relation 2
Road signs 3
Forest Enterprise leaflet 4
Other leaflet 5
Local guide book / map 6
Exhibitions/ displays 7
Newspaper/ TV/ Radio 8
Other 9

Specify

6a. Can you say where you saw it?

7. How long in total are you staying at Sherwood
Pines today?

hours mins

8. Where else do you cycle for leisure in the
summer?

Circle all that apply
Nowhere else 0
Other forests 1
Beside canals/rivers 2
Country Parks 3
Long distance cycle routes 4
Roads 5
Other 6

9. How often, on average, do you cycle for leisure
in the summer?

Circle One
More than once a week 1
Once a week 2
Twice a month 3
Once a month 4
Less than once a month 5
Never 6
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10. How often do you cycle in this forest in the
summer?

Circle One
More than once a week 1
Once a week 2
Twice a month 3
Once a month 4
Less than once a month 5
Never 6

11. Overall, how would you rate this forest as a
place to cycle, on a scale of Very good, Good, OK
or Poor?

Circle One
Very Good 1
Good 2
OK 3
Poor 4
12. Have you used a waymarked cycle trail
today?
Circle One
Yes 1
No 2 Skip to Q14

13. I would like you to rate the condition of the
cycle trail, on a scale of Very good, Good, OK or
Poor?

Circle One
Very Good 1
Good 2
OK 3
Poor 4
Didn’t notice 5

14. Have you used the off-road mountain-biking
area today?
Circle One

Yes 1

No 2 Skip to Q16
15. I would like you to rate the off-road
mountain-biking area, on a scale of Very good,
Good, OK or Poor?

Circle One
Very Good 1
Good 2
OK 3
Poor 4

16. How much of your cycling here today has
been off the cycle trail or mountain-biking area?

Circle One
None 1
Some 2
Most 3
All 4

17. Did you hire bikes from the visitor centre
here?
Circle One
Yes 1

No 2 Skip to Q19
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18. I would like you to rate the cycle hire facility,
on a scale of Very good, Good, OK or Poor?

Circle One
Very Good 1
Good 2
OK 3
Poor 4

19. Do you think there are adequate facilities for
cyclists here?
Circle One
Yes 1
No 2

If no, What additional or improved facilities for
cyclists would you like to see?

15. Where would you expect to find information
about cycling in forests?

Circle all that apply
Cycle centre 1
Forest Enterprise office 2
Tourist information office 3
Cycle shops 4
Library/ sports centre 5
Internet 6
Other 7

(where?)

21. Are you aware of the forest cycling code?
Circle One
Yes 1
No 2

22. What is the main thing that attracted you to
this forest?

23. To give us an idea of where visitors come
from, can you tell me your postcode?
Yes: Record full postcode

No: Record part postcode if possible, then ask
023a.

23a. (only ask if full postcode not given) Can you
tell me instead which town or other area you live
in?

Record name of town or other area (e.g.
English/Welsh county, Scottish council area, or
country if from abroad)

That’s all! Thank you very much for your time.
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Number of interviews

Weekday Weekend Total
No. No. No.
Total 8 52 60
Group size
Number in Group Weekday Weekend Total
No. % No. % No. %

1 2 25 2 4 4 7
2 . . 25 48 25 42
3 3 38 10 19 13 22
4 2 25 8 15 10 17
5 1 13 2 4 3 5
6 or more . . 5 10 5 8
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

Number of Males Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %

0 1 13 5 10 6 10

1 4 50 27 52 31 52

2 2 25 10 19 12 20

3 1 13 4 8 5 8

4 5 10 5 8

5 . . 1 2 1 2

Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

Number of Females Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %

0 2 25 9 17 11 18

1 1 13 23 44 24 40

2 3 38 15 29 18 30

3 2 25 3 6 5 8

4 1 2 1 2

6 or more . . 1 2 1 2

Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
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Number of Adults Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %
0 . . 1 2 1 2
1 3 38 2 4 5 8
2 2 25 40 77 42 70
3 . . 3 6 3 5
4 3 38 2 4 5 8
5 1 2 1 2
6 or more . . 3 6 3 5
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
Number of Senior Citizens Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %
0 7 88 46 88 53 88
1 1 13 1 2 2 3
2 . . 5 10 5 8
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
Number of Other Adults (16- Weekday Weekend Total
24)

No. % No. % No. %
0 1 13 9 17 10 17
1 2 25 5 10 7 12
2 4 50 32 62 36 60
3 1 13 2 4 3 5
4 1 2 1 2
5 1 2 1 2
6 or more . . 2 4 2 3
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
Number of Young Adults (16- Weekday Weekend Total
24)

No. % No. % No. %
0 4 50 45 87 49 82
1 3 38 3 6 6 10
2 1 13 3 6 4 7
6 or more . . 1 2 1 2
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
Number of Children Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %
0 4 50 32 62 36 60
1 3 38 8 15 11 18
2 1 13 12 23 13 22
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

20




APPENDIX 2: Sherwood Pines Cycling Survey Results 2000

Number of Male Senior Weekday Weekend Total
Citizens (Over 60)

No. % No. % No. %
0 7 88 48 92 55 92
1 1 13 2 4 3 5
2 2 4 2 3
Number of Female Senior Weekday Weekend Total
Citizens (Over 60)

No. % No. % No. %
0 8 100 49 94 57 95
1 1 2 1 2
2 2 4 2 3
Number of Male Other Adults Weekday Weekend Total
(25-59)

No. % No. % No. %
0 2 25 13 25 15 25
1 5 63 31 60 36 60
2 1 13 6 12 7 12
3 1 2 1 2
4 1 2 1 2
Number of Female Other Weekday Weekend Total
Adults (25-59)

No. % No. % No. %
0 2 25 16 31 18 30
1 6 75 31 60 37 62
2 3 6 3 5
3 1 2 1 2
6 or more 1 2 1 2
Number of Male Young Adults Weekday Weekend Total
(16-24)

No. % No. % No. %
0 6 75 47 90 53 88
1 1 13 4 8 5 8
2 1 13 . . 1 2
4 1 2 1 2
Number of Female Young Weekday Weekend Total
Adults (16-24)

No. % No. % No. %
0 6 75 46 88 52 87
1 2 25 5 10 7 12
4 1 2 1 2
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Number of Male Children Weekday Weekend Total
(Under 16)

No. % No. % No. %
0 8 100 39 75 47 78
1 6 12 6 10
2 7 13 7 12
Number of Female Children Weekday Weekend Total
(Under 16)

No. % No. % No. %
0 4 50 43 83 47 78
1 3 38 6 12 9 15
2 1 13 3 6 4 7
2. Have you travelled from Weekday Weekend Total
home today

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 4 50 32 62 36 60
No 4 50 17 33 21 35
Missing . . 3 6 3 5
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

(Those who have not travelled from home)

2a. Type of accomodation Weekday Weekend Total

No. % No. % No. %
Hotel . 2 12 2 10
Youth Hostel 1 25 1 6 2 10
Center Parcs 3 75 12 71 15 71
Missing . . 2 12 2 10
Total 4 100 17 100 21 100
3. How far have you Weekday Weekend Total
travelled to get here

No. % No. % No. %
Up to 5 miles 6 75 21 40 27 45
6-15 miles 2 25 21 40 23 38
16-25 miles 4 8 4 7
26-50 miles 2 4 2 3
Missing . . 4 8 4 7
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
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4. Main type of transport Weekday Weekend Total
No. % No. % No. %
Car/Van 5 63 20 38 25 42
Bicycle 2 25 25 48 27 45
On foot 1 13 . . 1 2
Missing . . 7 13 7 12
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
5. Have you been here Weekday Weekend Total
before
No. % No. % No. %
Yes 4 50 37 71 41 68
No 4 50 14 27 18 30
Missing . . 1 2 1 2
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
6. How did you find out Weekday Weekend Total
about woodland?
No. % No. % No. %
Always known . 12 23 12 20
Friend / relation 2 25 12 23 14 23
Road signs 4 50 1 2 5 8
Other leaflet 1 13 5 10 6 10
Local guide book / map . 2 4 2 3
Other 1 13 17 33 18 30
Missing . . 3 6 3 5
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
7. Length of stay Weekday Weekend Total
No. % No. % No. %
Missing 1 2 1 2
Around 1/2 hr 2 4 2 3
Around an hour . . 4 8 4 7
Around 2 hrs 6 75 17 33 23 38
Around 3 hrs 1 13 16 31 17 28
Around 4 hrs + 1 13 12 23 13 22
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
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(Includes multiple responses)

8. Where else do you cycle Weekday Weekend Total
for leisure in Summer

No. % No. % No. %
Nowhere else 3 43 12 17 15 20
Other forests 3 43 24 35 27 36
Beside canals/rivers . . 4 6 4 5
Country parks . . 11 16 11 14
Long distance cycle routes . . 3 4 3 4
Roads . . 5 7 5 7
Other 1 14 10 14 11 14
Total 7 100 69 100 76 100
9. How often do you cycle Weekday Weekend Total
for leisure in Summer

No. % No. % No. %
More than once a week 2 25 12 23 14 23
Once a week 1 13 10 19 11 18
Twice a month . . 14 27 14 23
Once a month 3 38 6 12 9 15
Less than once a month 1 13 7 13 8 13
Never . . 2 4 2 3
Missing 1 13 1 2 2 3
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
10. How often do you cycle Weekday Weekend Total
in this forest in Summer

No. % No. % No. %
More than once a week . 4 8 4 7
Once a week 1 13 8 15 9 15
Twice a month . . 6 12 6 10
Once a month 1 13 3 6 4 7
Less than once a month 2 25 5 10 7 12
Never 1 13 16 31 17 28
Missing 3 38 10 19 13 22
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
11. Rate this forest as a Weekday Weekend Total
place to cycle

No. % No. % No. %
Very Good 2 25 26 50 28 47
Good 4 50 20 38 24 40
OK . . 1 2 1 2
Missing 2 25 5 10 7 12
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
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12. Used way-marked cycle Weekday Weekend Total
trail
No. % No. % No. %
Yes 5 63 42 81 47 78
No 2 25 9 17 11 18
Missing 1 13 1 2 2 3
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
(Those who had used way-marked cycle trail)
13. Condition of cycle trail Weekday Weekend Total
No. % No. % No. %
Very Good 2 40 10 24 12 26
Good 3 60 22 52 25 53
OK 7 17 7 15
Poor 1 2 1 2
Missing . . 2 5 2 4
Total 5 100 42 100 47 100
(Those who had used way-marked cycle trail)
14. Used off-road moutain Weekday Weekend Total
biking area today
No. % No. % No. %
Yes 1 13 16 31 17 28
No 6 75 36 69 42 70
Missing 1 13 . . 1 2
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
(Those who had used off-road cycling area)
15. Rate off-road mountain Weekday Weekend Total
biking area
No. % No. % No. %
Very Good . . 8 50 8 47
Good 1 100 7 44 8 47
Poor . . 1 6 1 6
Total 1 100 16 100 17 100
16. How much cycling off the Weekday Weekend Total
trail or mountain biking
area No. % No. % No. %
None 3 38 20 38 23 38
Some 2 25 5 10 7 12
Most 1 13 2 4 3 5
All . . 10 19 10 17
Missing 2 25 15 29 17 28
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100
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17. Did you hire bikes from Weekday Weekend Total
the VC here

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 1 13 3 6 4 7
No 7 88 48 92 55 92
Missing . . 1 2 1 2
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

(Those who had used hired bikes from the VC)

18. Rate the cycle hire Weekday Weekend Total
facility

No. % No. % No. %
Good 1 33 1 25
OK . . 2 67 2 50
Missing 1 100 . . 1 25
Total 1 100 3 100 4 100
19. Are there adequate Weekday Weekend Total
facilities

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 5 63 45 87 50 83
No 1 13 3 6 4 7
Missing 2 25 4 8 6 10
Total 8 100 52 100 60 100

(Includes multiple responses)

20. Where would you expect Weekday Weekend Total
to find info re cycling

No. % No. % No. %
Cycle centre 2 33 9 17 11 19
FE office 1 17 3 6 4 7
Tourist Info office 1 17 20 38 21 36
Cycle shops 2 33 2 4 4 7
Library/Sports centre 9 17 9 15
Internet 6 11 6 10
Other . . 4 8 4 7
Total 6 100 53 100 59 100
21. Are tyou aware of forest Weekday Weekend Total
cycling code

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 1 17 17 32 18 31
No 5 83 36 68 41 69
Total 6 100 53 100 59 100
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