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Deadwood is an important component of the
forest ecosystem, supporting a wide range of.
wildlife. Commercially managed forests may
provide only a limited range of suitable
deadwood habitats, but opportunities exist to

maximise this resource through sympathetic
management. This Note outlines the
opportunities in relation to the main aspects of
forest management and with reference to
different types of deadwood habitat.

Dying and dead wood is a valuable resource for
a large proportion of the plant and animal
species in forest ecosystems. It also represents
part of the carbon and mineral store of the
forest. In primeval forests, there is a balance
between the decay rate of the existing
deadwood resource and additions to it when
trees die or undergo partial decay and branch
shedding during life.

Accumulation of deadwood under the canopy
or within the natural glades of an unmanaged
forest may amount to 50-200 m? ha-", while in
forests managed under a conventional planting
and clearfelling cycle, the volume may be as
low as 1-56 m?3 ha~' (Albrecht, 1991). The variety
of the deadwood resource also tends to be
much diminished by such management.

Front cover:

Over-mature trees provide
a variety of habitats for
wildlife.

Inset: Strangalia aurelenta,
a scarce longhorn beetle
and deadwood specialist.

Forest management, whatever its primary
objective, can always be modified to enhance
the quality and quantity of deadwood habitats.
For high forests in which nature conservation is
the primary objective, the aim should be to
provide a similar quantity, quality and variety of
deadwood to that found in ‘natural’ forests.
Even in stands where most of the wood is
destined for felling, sensitive management can
ensure the existence of a valuable, though
somewhat limited, deadwood resource. This
applies to both commercial high forest and
traditional coppice systems, where deadwood
can be maintained on coupe margins.

Wood rotting fungi

play a vital role in forest
ecology, including nutrient
cyeling. Species such as the
sulphur polypore,

Laetiporus sulphureus

(left), decay wood and
produce large fruiting
bodies which have their own
associated fauna.






