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 Overview

 What is it about

o Some reflection on direction

o Attempting to answer the “So what?” question
e Summary
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Overview

Spatial focus
1 km of settlements of 2000 people (68% population)
Areas of high social deprivation priority

FCS social forestry programmes

= new funding = WIAT programme

Origins (2003/04)
» forestry’s role in urban Scotland?

* need - ¢.60% urban woodland unmanaged / post-industrial legacy - poor environments
/ poor people

 opportunity - champion / targeted funding / political agenda (environmental justice)

* (key allies - strategic planners)
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Overview

Spatial focus
1 km of settlements of 2000 people (68% population)
Areas of high social deprivation priority

FCS social forestry programmes
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Overview

Phase Ill 2011/14(QoL & QoP)
Phase Il 2008/11 (Qol)
Phase | 2005/08 (QoP)

n WIAT overview
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glected woodlbnd

under mané@ement (€. 25%)
. 1000 ha ner Woedland

events

WIAT overview



Programme of work to:

- create new woodland
- bring neglected woodland into active
management

- work with people to help them use their local

woodland

4 key characteristics of woodland that

influence its role in improving quality of life:

where it is
how it is managed

how it is connected to other woodland
and greenspace

how it iIs connected to people
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| Forestry Commission Delivery mechanisms

Scotland

Forestry Commission

1) Information and guidance (research, _ e
training etc)

Helivering Green; Netw

Background Since 2005, £35million has

2) Regulation (planning system) &

L

The Woods In and Around Towns (\WIAT) Programme provides the focus besn invested through the
for Ferestry Commission Scotland's [FCS) wark on improving quality of lfe — 'WIAT programme bringing:
in towns and cities, creating better places for people to live and work. * 83800ha of woodland into

3) Incentives (WIAT Challenge Funds etc) ‘== =i

new woodland,
+ Bring neglected woodland into active management,
. Further investment of around
* Workwith people to help them use their local woedland. £8 millian / year & planned

'WIAT will premote the creation and management of woodland thatisclose  umtil 2011

to other woodland and greenspace so that is contribUtes to green NEtworks. ———

Why woods?

4) Partnerships (Forestry Development B

Wiadland is a cost-effective way of transforming derelict and post-industrial land into attractive places,

P a natural means of urban reganeration
ro g ral I l I I I e Weads have a unique ability to imprave the landscape quality and setting of urban areas, creating better

places for people ta live, work and visit

Better quality places encourage economic activity and irvestment.

‘Woads can be for everyone: where people take partin activity, getinvolved and, make a difference.

Urban woods improve envirenmental quality. Well-designed woods reduce neise and pravent dispersal
of airbome particulate pollution. Urban woaods lock up atmaspheric carbon as they mature and have a
role to play in sustainable flood management.

5) D i re Ct d e I Ive ry ( F O re St E n te rp rl S e . :‘:;mi;;g;;‘lﬂepmes for wildlife, with considerable potential ta increase urban biodiversity and make

Tress and woedlands are recognised as having a role in urban climate control’ and that urban gresning

S C O t I a n d ) and increasing tree cover can offset temperatures increases associated with dimate change.
r

1 | Woodsin and around towns: dalivering green natworks
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I~ Scotland

Outcomes:

« Greater proportion of people living in
towns and cities reaching
recommended daily physical activity
levels

* Increased level of satisfaction with the
guality of their local environment
(neighbourhood)

 More equitable distribution of high
guality green infrastructure

« Management of woodland and other
green infrastructure will be secure in the
long-term

WIAT overview



o | Fores’rry Commtssmn Sto ry so far

= Scotland—f =

» strategic WIAT partnerships are in place in
main urban areas

- woods and greenspace increasingly recognised g8
iIn development plans :

* role in delivering health, education and
regeneration benefits increasingly recognised

* move from a development phase (ad hoc
opportunities) to a mature phase (strategic
targeting of resources)

e sustaining a legacy becoming a key issue

* new funding systems (Single Outcome
Agreements / forestry grants)

» financial challenges to WIAT delivery

WIAT overview



: d Fores’rry--Commission 4 ey develo pmen s

“IScotland

Greater utilisation of GIS and
accessible woodland data-sets -
target investment towards health,
education, regeneration and
equality

WIAT monitoring and evaluation
framework

development of a national network
of key WIAT sites
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y Commission Is WIAT making a contribution?

T Scolland

Longitudinal studies (preliminary results)

a) WIAT Evaluation - site level b) National urban forestry
(Openspace 2007 & 2010) survey (2004 & 2010)

e greater physical activity

(perceived improved access) * Increase In FTEs

e greater recognition of the * proactive management

social benefits of woodland e greater community

« improved quality of life STCRICIEIET
« improved perception of the

guality of the local environment

and woodland

WE BELIEVE SO!
BUT more to do
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Summary & reflections

« spatial focus for social forestry programmes

e concentrate on areas of low provision and high social
deprivation

» develop long-term case study areas (sustainable urban
forestry) - build better understanding and capacity,
Improve the evidence base etc.

* balance between quality and quantity
Critical factors
e delivery focused
e partnership working
» collaboration of policy, delivery & research
e longevity and continuity
www.forestry.gov.uk/wiat
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