
East Anglia   

PLEASE READ THESE NOTES AS THEY WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND THE 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

 
Applying to hold an event on Forest land. 

 
The forest operates a permissive access policy for walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders to come and enjoy this wonderful environment as individuals or in small 
groups.  These users have priority for access.  As from December 2005, 
pedestrians will have a legal right of access under the Countryside & Rights of 
Way Act 2000.  The forest does not close to general public access for private 
events. 
 
All organised group events require formal permission.  As the event organiser 
you are personally responsible for your activity, the participants and the 
potential impact it could have on other people around you.  Because of general 
public access, the needs of forest operations and environmental legislation, 
events must be properly planned to guarantee that it passes off safely and 
enjoyably for everyone concerned.  
 
Your event cannot run without a signed license or permit in place; otherwise 
it will be in breach of Forestry Commission byelaws and your insurance will 
become invalid.  Please work with us to get your event planned properly. 
 
Environmental Factors. 
 
The main bird nesting season is between 1st March and 30th September.  Much of 
the forest is designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special 
Protection Area (SPA) under the European Habitats Directive. 
 
For this reason event organisers need to note that: 
 
• Motorised events are not permitted between the 1st March and 30th 

September. 
• Events which involve competitors leaving the standard forest tracks need to 

avoid heaths and areas of young trees under 15 years old, between the 1st 
March and 30th September. 










