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STORIES

3rd Edition
March 2003

FROM THE FOREST

Newsletter of the Forests in the Rural Community Project

On Sunday |2th January BBC |’s Countryfile programme
featured a piece about the work being done by the Story
of the Forest project. The feature included an interview
with Morris |. Morris filmed at the now ruined house of
Pen Piner.Those of you who read the last newsletter will
remember that Mr Morris was brought up in Pen Piner,
which now lies ruined in the Pennal forest.

On |9th February the Story of the Forest exhibition was
officially opened in Machynlleth Library in conjunction with
a series of talks on local history. Talks were given on the
Story of the Forest project in the Dyfi and Corris areas,
PCC'’s Day in the Life project, and the Powys Digital History
Project. The event was very well attended and a great deal
of interest was shown in the Story of the Forest project.

An internet site that covers some of the aspects of the
project in the Dyfi and Corris areas is near completion
and will soon be available for people to view online.

This phase of the project will be completed at the end of
April 2003. However further funding is being sought.

Nick Fenwick 01654 702 832 (Dyfi Forest)

SECRETS IN PEMBREY FOREST

The Forest in Pembrey borders on the magnificent 8 mile
sandy beach of Cefn Sidan (‘The Silk Back’) in Carmarthen
Bay. The Forestry Commission acquired land in Pembrey
in 1928.As well as providing timber of course, the trees
helped stabilise the dunes and
shifting sands, lessening the threat
to nearby agricultural land. They
also provided privacy for other
activities, for the Forest and
adjoining Country Park at Pembrey
haven’t always been the havens of
peace and tranquillity they now are
(although the occasional rumble
from the firing range is still heard).

All the speakers so far interviewed
have talked of tanks and bombs,
— firing ranges, the R.A.F. and the
R.O.F. (Royal Ordnance Factory).The area was ideally
located for such secret activities as the forest and dunes
were isolated and also provided a screen and camouflage.

The Pembrey R.O.F. 1939-45 employed 3,000 at its height
in 1942 covered some 200 hectares. It was the third such
factory to be sited in the forest, the first Dynamite Works
having been built in 1881. During the 1914-18 war the

first ROF, the Nobel T.N.T. factory, was located there.

Menter Coedwigaeth
Forest Enterprise

SPREADING THE WORD Ken John started working with the Forestry in Pembrey in

the late 1940’s and went on to become a ganger. He talked of
the Americans who were based at that time in what was
commonly referred to as ‘the Yankee Camp’ in the Forest. He
recalled seeing a well-stocked canteen, with all sorts of food.
Britain was still on rations, of course! On a recent visit we
made to the forest, he was able to point out the remains of
some of these buildings, including a tank for showers.

He also remembered the runways of the adjoining RAF Camp
being extended. In order to do this some of the Forestry
Commission trees were felled and their tops were burnt. As
the fire warmed the ground, some lost bullets went off. The
workers had some fun pretending that they’d been shot, or
putting their arms up as if to surrender!

Ruth Morgan 01269 860 454 (Pembrey Forest)

FoREST TooLs

During the 1970s Gwyn Owen (Executive Officer at the
Cardiff Office) volunteered to collect old tools that were
being used by forestry workers. Gwyn’s plan was to assemble
these tools in the form of an exhibition or small forestry
museum as automation and the use of machines was now
prevalent in the 1970s. Unfortunately, due to Government
spending cut backs the museum plans were abandoned.

Recently, as well as continuing with interviews etc., relating to
Tywi Forest, | have been given the pleasurable task of
resurrecting interest in these tools.

There are about 90 different types of tools varying from large
peat spades, saws, various fire alarm systems and appliances etc.
Mr David Gwyn Jones accompanied me on a visit to the tool
shed and | was able to record his description of the use and
names of all the tools. Mr Jones had been a forest worker for
over 35 years.

All tools are now being photographed individually and will have
a brief description with their names and use. This will be
done bilingually as the names are of historical interest in
themselves.

Plans are now in hand to make a video film of the tools being
used by forestry workers so that their purpose becomes clear.
This will be a permanent archive of what life was really like in
the forest in the mid 20th century.

It is hoped that a site and finance can be found to display the
tools on a permanent basis so that future generations can
appreciate the life of the forestry worker in creating our
forests.

Tom Jones 01970 880361 (Tywi Forest North)

Gyda ch\ morth
% Cronfa Dreftadaeth y Loteri

Supported by the Her itage Lottery Fund
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THE WOMENS TIMBER CORP

Imagine being called up for the Timber Corp. and leaving an
office job in Manchester and coming to live and work in
Esgairgeiliog. This is what Marion Jones and several other
women had to do. She did not know a word of Welsh and
had to stay with a Welsh speaking couple in a small
terraced house. She had to share her bedroom with
another lady, Eileen Jones.

She recalls being one of the ladies involved in the fire at
Fronfelen which started at Blaenglesyrch. Charlie Williams
(Charlie Ty Pwt) told the women that it was not safe to light
a fire but someone higher in authority over-ruled him and
told them to carry on. They buried the embers but the
fire spread underground until the mountain was on fire.

Hugh Davies living in Ty Mawr, Esgairgeiliog, at the time
recalls hearing the Fire Brigade going up. Everyone able to
assist in Esgairgeiliog was on the mountain fighting the fire.
Goronwy Wyn Jones recalls clearing by Blaenglesyrch after
the fire and that there was mention that Lord Haw Haw
announced the fire on the radio as it was during war time.

Women also worked in the Nurseries — filling the lining
out boards with young trees for the men to plant.Young
boys of 12 years old were given work by the Forestry
Commission during the summer holidays to weed the
nurseries at Tanycoed, Esgairgeiliog and at the Camp.
Meinir Coleman 01654 761624 (Dyfi Forest Corris)

What you've all been waiting for, the Plas Tyddyn Gwladys

photos straight from the press.Trefor WV. Jones, Cefndeuddwr
and his 120 Box camera that he got with his Mother's Brooke
Bond coupons make the newspaper at last after 55 years wait.

A gang of forestry workers, including Trefor were working by
Cwmisian Isaf, when smoke
was seen coming from the
direction of the Plas. They
thought someone was
burning rubbish, because it
was confined to one area,
and thought no more
about it.

And in Trefor's words.
"Five o'clock came and we packed in work, as | crossed the
Mawddach on my way home, | saw that the whole Plas was
on fire. Cefndeuddwr is only a short distance away so | went
home and said to my folks "Plas Tyddyn Gwladys is on fire".
We decided, lets all go down and have a look at the fire.
Father and Mother, Emyr my brother and my young sister
Rhoda. As we were locking up | said, hang on a second, let's
take the camera and take a photo of it.VWWe were there in no
time at all, it was after 6pm by now. | decided to take a photo
of it there and then before the light of day started to fade".

Trefor will be 80 this year and he is fit and well and lives in
Cheltenham with his wife Betty.
Wil Jones 01766 831509. (Coed y Brenin North)

STABILISING THE DUNES AT NEWBOROUGH

On listening to tales of bygone days about the Forest at
Newborough, the sand dune and how they were created
are almost invariably mentioned. The legend is that the
dunes, as a result of a violent storm in 1331, smothered a
medieval village - the hendai ("old houses" the remains of
which can be seen today in the Forest) and nearly 200
acres adjoining this hamlet. Tradition has it that this sand
was blown across the estuary from the mainland at Dinad
Dinlle - a long sprawling beach which nestles in the shadow
of The Rivals. The sand is a dry, light, shifting type and as
the beaches at Abermenai and Llanddwyn are wide and
open they are also open to all the elements especially the
wind that can blow inland so fiercely. So one of the major
problems that keeps recurring at Newborough right
through the ages is how to stabilise this sand and to stem
encroachment onto more land in the area.

An Act of Parliament during the reign of Queen Elizabeth |
was passed to plant marram grass on the seashore to
anchor these dunes and so prevent them from shifting any
further inland.

In almost all stories heard so far marram grass is
mentioned. It has also been a source of additional income
during severe times when unemployment was high. It was
predominantly an industry for women and plots of this
grass were rented out to the residents of Newborough to
cultivate and harvest to make mats and ropes which were
in high demand at the time by the farming community to
tie the haystacks in the winter. These plots were situated
where the forest is today.

When the land was taken over by the Forestry
Commission marram grass once again played a very
important role in controlling the sand. Because of its
existence the tiny tree seedlings were able to grow and
thrive as it helped to create the much needed shelter from
the elements on this open piece of land. Because of the
lightness of shifting sand there was always the danger of it
smothering the young trees and so, once again, the marram
was widely used to assist in establishing these tree
seedlings.

Jane Jones 01248 353741 (Newborough Forest)

CONTACTS

If you would like more information about the project
please contact the project manager, Caroline Earwood
01691 671808. If you have questions about the forest
today then your first point of contact is your local area
manager.

Martin Gould (Newborough Forest) is based on Anglesey
(07860 207807); Dave Farmery (Dyfi Forest) and Aled
Thomas (Coed y Brenin) are based in Dolgellau (01341
422289); Mike Blud (Tywi Forest) is based in Llandovery
(01550 720394); Andy Wills (Pembrey) is based at Resolven
(01639 710221).
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