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There are over thiree hundred kinds of wood used in Britain for all sorts of jobs. In the whole world
there are probably over twenty thousand types of wood. Offen woods are described as Hardwoods
or Soffuwoods,

SOFTWOOD is wood from conifers — such as Scots pine,
Douglas fir, Sitka spruce. Nearly all these trees are evergreen
itml their leaves are shaped like meedles.

HARDWOOD is wood from deciduons broadleaved trees
such as oak, beech and mahogany.

S0 hardwood comes from a hardwood tree and softwood comes
from a softwood tree.

This is 8 Douglas Fir, | produces woffwiod, i
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BEWARE! It can be confusing. Some softwoods are actually gquite hard. For example, the wood
from a yew tree is hard although it has needle leaves. And balsa wood, which is very soft,
comes from a broadleaved tree, and is therefore a hardwood.



