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General 
Features 
Survey 

Regular visitors to the forest clearly enjoy seeing local 
wildlife. Future plans to diversify the forest species 

and structure should ensure opportunities for visitors 
to see wildlife continue. 
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Whilst the wood is managed through low intervention 
targeting dangerous trees around the boundaries 
there is good evidence of regeneration from fallen 

stems and seed. 

Parkgate includes a large area of ancient semi 
natural woodland which is valuable as a natural 

reserve for wildlife and dead wood. 

Evidence suggests that historically the wood may 
have been coppiced. 
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Irton Pike suffered significant wind blow in the 2005 
storm. Much of the timber blown over was not 
recoverable or marketable and has been left 

onsite. Patchy regeneration is occurring. 

The forest is reasonably species diverse with 
this view showing mature birch along the 
watercourse through Parkgate with larch, 

spruce, Douglas fir  and hemlock either side. 
 

Young Douglas fir planting has been established 
helped by protection from browsing using a deer 

fence. 

Regeneration of hemlock, spruce, larch and native 
broadleaves is occurring across Parkgate in gaps 

and under the forest canopy.. 
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Roe deer are present in Miterdale but with 
fencing and a small cull they are maintained 
at a level which doesn’t pose a threat to the 

forest regenerating.. 

There is some conflict between wanting to allow 
deadwood to develop through natural processes and 

access along watercourses for fish spawning. 

The forest provides a home for a wide range of 
wildlife such as Red Squirrels and here frogs.. 
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Fungi are a common site in Parkgate and Irton 
along with bryophytes and lichens growing on 
the trees they reflect the clean unpolluted air . 
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Many people enjoy a walk to the summit of Irton 
Pike 

The deer fence parallel with the bridleway has 
achieved its aim of protecting the young 

conifer planting and can now be removed. 
 

The path down from Irton Pike Summit was 
blocked by fallen trees in the storms of 2005 and 

although now walkable it is very slippery and 
steep especially in wet weather. 

Irton Pike Summit provides great views of the 
Solway Coast and inland up the Wasdale Valley 
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Parkgate has a few features of archaeological 
interest including areas of recent surface mining.  

Some of the features of Mecklin Park have 
suffered from gorse regeneration which is 

being controlled by regular strimming. 
 

Irton and Parkgate are split in two by the public road 
running between Eskdale Green and Gosforth. The 
roadside trees receive annual inspections to pick up 

and dangerous trees and traffic management is 
required when carrying out harvesting work. 

Mecklin Park is a scheduled ancient monument 
some of the features of which lie within Irton Pike. 
Following felling around 10 years ago many have 

grassed over. 
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