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What will be achieved

• Research into the current growing stock of commercially grown softwood species

• An estimation of the annual increment of growing stock and forecast possible
harvesting volumes.

• Examination and comment on access and extraction issues to complete the picture of
resource availability.

• Collaboration with timber properties work

• Analyses of  the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats posed by the current
and future growing stock in the South West

•Recommendations on forest management based on stocking levels against potential
markets, in effect to offer a supply-side perspective on markets for wood products.



• ‘Hybrid’ inventory and forecast.

• Existing PS data on species/pyear distribution, accessibility,
extractability, yield class, yield models and stocking used.

• Independent survey – validation and scaling-up surveys

• Project survey will increase intensity of plots in species/stand types of
key interest to region.

• Preliminary growing stock estimate and forecast delivered in 2008-09.

• SW demonstrates ‘best practice’ in supporting 2010 forecast.

Inventory/forecast methodology
 and ‘topping up’



2010 forecast
and NIWT2

• Links or exports to:
– Biomass forecasts
– Carbon forecasts
– Growing stock structure forecasts

• Common inputs:
– Base data model
– Heirarchical tiers of detail for growing stock and

management prescriptions
– Scenario/option testing
– Restocking assumptions.



2010 forecast



DSORT model: dbh distributions
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Integrate with timber properties
 models (QSORT)



summary

• Growing stock inventory estimate delivered
late summer 2008.

• Interim forecast for growing stock delivered
within financial year.

• Survey data enhances 2010 forecast for SW
region (lower uncertainties, finer

resolution).
• Further enhancements with support in kind.



• Market based
approach to silvicultural
prescriptions based on
growing the right
provenance on the right
site to achieve the right
properties.

• Increased investment
in processing through
knowledge of expected
outturn on known
diameters and
properties



• A more objective
assessment of regionally
grown timber for use by
designers, engineers and
end-users

• A knowledge of what
timber properties we are
likely to be able to
produce and what markets
to aim our timber at.


