Forestry Commission
England

Funding for Farm Woodlands in England

Purpose

This note provides guidance for farmers in England on the funding available for farm woodlands, in particular:

¢ Single Payment Scheme (SPS)
e English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS)
e Environmental Stewardship

- Entry Level Stewardship (ELS)

- Higher Level Stewardship (HLS)

It also sets out some of the woodland regulations that relate to the funding.

Please note: The information provided here is a brief summary only and is not definitive. Details are also liable
to change. Full details including scheme terms and conditions are provided in the relevant Defra and Forestry
Commission handbooks, with many of them available on the Internet.

Rural Land Register (RLR)

Woodland must be registered on the RLR to receive payments but the specific requirements vary. Woodland is
not normally eligible for Single Payment Scheme (SPS) but in exceptional circumstances, such as grazed
woodlands, it may qualify. If any eligible woodland is not registered on the RLR when applying for Single
Payments (SP) then the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) will automatically register it.

If you wish to include the woodland in your application for Environmental Stewardship it must be registered
before applying. There is no specific deadline as it depends on when you wish to apply.

If you apply for woodland stewardship grants from the English Woodland Grant Scheme and the woodland
is not registered, the Forestry Commission (FC) will automatically register it for you as part of the application
process.

Single Payment Scheme (SPS)

Woodland (apart from a few exceptions such as grazed woodland) cannot be used to establish SPS
entitlements. It can, however, be used to activate/claim against set-aside entitlements in 2005 and future years,
provided it was applied for and planted after June 1995 under one of the following schemes:

e Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS)
e Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (FWPS)
* English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS)

The land concerned must also have been in agricultural use immediately prior to being entered into the
schemes.
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/singlepay/crosscomply/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/singlepay/crosscomply/index.htm
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-5ygfrm
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/wgsfell.pdf/$FILE/wgsfell.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/wgsfell.pdf/$FILE/wgsfell.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/wgseia.pdf/$FILE/wgseia.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/singlepay/crosscomply/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/singlepay/crosscomply/index.htm



http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs

* assisting delivery of Habitat Action Plan targets for native woodlands
* improving the environment of disadvantaged urban communities
* woodland creation

Consultation and the Public Register

The Forestry Commission will consult with other bodies in certain circumstances. For example, EWGS
applications affecting SSSIs will be sent to English Nature. In addition, all felling and woodland creation
proposals are entered on the Forestry Commission’s Public Register for 28 days for anyone to view and
comment upon.

Woodland Planning Grant (WPG)

This grant is for the preparation of management plans that both assist with management of the woodland and
meet the requirements of the UK Woodland Assurance Standard. The plan is expected to cover all woodlands
on the property and the grant rates are calculated on the woodland area:

Area of woodland on the property Grant rate
3-30 ha - £300 total
30-100 ha - £10 per hectare
Any additional area over 100 ha - £5 per hectare

A template is available that contains all the necessary sections needed to fulfil the grant. The plan submitted
need not use the exact format of the template but must contain and clearly present the information required by
the template.

Woodland Assessment Grant (WAG)

This grant is for gathering specific information to improve woodland management decisions. The FC will
normally invite applicants to apply for an assessment grant when other EWGS grants have been applied for
and the proposed work and sensitivity of the site requires further information. The exact information required
will depend on the site and proposed work. The grant rates vary with the type of assessment required:

Assessment type Grant rate Minimum payment
Ecological Assessment £5.60 per ha £300
Landscape Design Plan £2.80 per ha £300
Historical & Cultural Assessment £5.60 per ha £300
Determining Stakeholder Interests £300 per assessment £300

Woodland Regeneration Grant (WRG)

This grant is for supporting desirable change in woodland composition through natural regeneration and
restocking after felling. The grant rate depends on the type of woodland being felled and regenerated:

Example rates:

Type of woodland felled Type of woodland Grant rate
restocked per hectare

Conifer plantation Broadleaved woodland £950

Conifer plantation Conifer woodland £360

Conifer plantation on ancient woodland site Native woodland £1760

Conifer plantation on ancient woodland site Conifer woodland £0

Ancient and other semi natural woodland Native woodland £1100

Broadleaves must be established at a density of 1100 trees per hectare; conifers 2250 trees per hectare.
Conifer nurses and exotic shrubs will only be allowed in certain circumstances.
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Woodland Management Grant (WMG)

This grant encourages low-key, sustainable woodland practices. This work should safeguard the existing
environmental and social public benefits that the woodland provides and create the conditions under which
woodland can continue to deliver benefits into the future.

Properties with more than 30 ha of woodland must be certified to the UK Woodland Assurance Standard;
smaller woodlands must either be certified, have a management plan or undergo a Condition, Opportunity &
Threat (COT) assessment.

The payment of £30 per hectare per year for 5 years is payable on SSSI woodlands, native or ancient
woodlands, public access woodland or woodland within Red squirrel reserves.

The work expected must address key threats to the woodland and take identified opportunities. The threats and
opportunities should be highlighted in the management plan or COT assessment. Examples of the type of work
expected include provision and upkeep of access paths, open space management and protection of heritage
features.

Woodland Improvement Grant (WIG)

This grant supports capital investment work that creates, enhances and sustains social, environmental and
economic public benefits that woodland provides. Varying contributions towards the cost of work from 50 to 80%
are offered depending on the type of work and particular region.

The 3 main types of work supported are:

e SSSIs — work to improve the condition of woodland SSSiIs in unfavourable condition. The work must
address the key threats and be capable of bringing the woodland into ‘unfavourable recovering’ condition

* UK BAP — work that helps deliver the UK Biodiversity Action Plan for woodland habitats and woodland
priority species. This may include the protection of ancient and semi-natural woodlands and restoration
of ancient woodland sites

* Public Access — work to provide and improve the facilities for free public access where there is a need

In addition to these national priorities, there are some regional funds. For example, in East England WIG
funding is available for work relating to Forest Schools.

Woodland Creation Grant (WCG)

This grant encourages the creation of new woodlands where they deliver the greatest public benefits. Each
region has a scoring form to rank applications for woodland creation and the highest-scoring applications that
fit within the regional budget will be taken forward.

In addition to the standard creation grant (£1800/ha for broadleaves, £1200/ha for conifers), additional
contributions of £500/ha are available if the woodland is close to people and/or offers public access where there
is a demand.

Farm Woodland Payments are also available to compensate for agricultural income forgone. The payment rate
ranges from £60 to £300/ha/yr depending on the location and type of land where the woodland is being created,
and may be paid for up to 15 years.

The expected species, stocking density, shrub and open space design will depend on the objectives of the
woodland. For example, a native woodland must include a minimum stocking of 1600 native trees per net
hectare, a maximum of 25% native shrubs and can include up to 40% managed open space.

Other EWGS Grants

There are special grants operating in specific target areas to reflect regional priorities: for example, a pilot
Woodland Harvesting, Processing and Marketing Grant Scheme which offers support relating to woodland
product processing. For further information on these special grants contact your regional FC Office.
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/oels/default.htm



http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/hls/fep-handbook/default.htm



http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/els/default.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/hls/default.htm
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs



