


@ Forestry Commission

Capturing the truth

Trees and forests can play a vital role in combating
climate change. If we are going to make the most of
this vital resource, we need to understand and be
able to explain the ways in which forests can
confribute, and have standards in place to underpin
that contribution.

Decisions on how we manage our forests must be
based on sound science and an understanding of
the evidence.

To support the process, the Forestry Commission will:

» commission an assessment of UK forestry and
climate change;

« establish a framework for woodland carbon
management;,

« create a forestry and climate change centre; and

« lead a forests and climate change network.
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Assessment of UK forestry
and climate change

The Forestry Commission has commissioned an
independent report into the ways trees and forests
can help us tackle climate change. The report will be
compiled through a panel chaired by Professor

Sir David Read, Vice-President of the Royal Society.

The panel consists of forestry and climate change
experts from the UK and overseas. Further details of
the panel are available at
www.forestry.gov.uk/climatechange

The panel's report will, essentially, be the UK's version
of the IPCC's 4th Assessment Report's chapter on
forestry. It aims to provide a better understanding of
how UK forestry can maximise its confribution to
tackling climate change. Specifically, it will:

« review and synthesise our existing knowledge;

« provide a baseline and scenarios for mitigation
and adaptation actions; and

« identify gaps and weaknesses that will help
determine research priorities for the next five years.



