From: Alan Keith

Sent: 27 January 2009 19:48

To: liz_kirk@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: Forestry Bill

Our response is as follows:-

1. What are your views on allowing the Forestry Commissioners to enter into
joint ventures, with the intention of participating in renewable energy
programmes on the national forest estate?

We object strongly in respect of wind farms on grounds of damage to tourism and
amenity.

2. What are your views on allowing Scottish Ministers and Forestry Commissioners
to offer leases and cutting rights over parts of the national forest estate?

We disagree strongly over offering leases. We believe the land should be
kept in public control.

3. What are your views on (i) transferring the proceeds from leases and cutting
rights to a not-for profit trust, for investment in woodland creation; (il)
transferring the landlord"s interest in this land to a not-for profit trust; and
(iii) Ministers stipulating the constitution of such a not-for profit trust.

We have no response on this question

4. Are there other actions which need to be taken, or are there other changes in
legislation which need to be made, in order to allow the public and private
forestry sector to contribute to Scotland®s target of reducing emissions by 80%
by 2050? ITf so, please outline what these are.

We believe that all forestry land should be kept under direct control. It is a
national asset and its use and value should not be prejudiced by leasing out to
commercial operators.
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