
the different size classes required by the model (see 
section 2.7 for more detail).  A separate dataset was 
compiled for linear greenspace.

2.2.1	 Natural greenspace data collected

Taking into account the adopted definitions set out 
above, the following types of natural greenspace were 
collated and mapped for this analysis:

•	 Accessible land managed by the Forestry 
Commission.

•	 Areas mapped as access land under the 
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 
2000.

•	 Land owned by utilities and other statutory 
undertakers providing public access.

•	 Land providing access under Countryside 
Stewardship, Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
and Environmental Stewardship schemes.

•	 Woodland providing access under the 
Forestry Commission’s English Woodland 
Grant Scheme (known as ‘Walkers Welcome’ 
at the time of this study).

•	 Local Nature Reserves.
•	 Local authority-owned natural greenspace.
•	 National Nature Reserves.
•	 National Trust land providing access.
•	 Private Trusts with land providing access.
•	 Wildlife Trust Reserves.
•	 Woodland Trust woodlands.

Most datasets were received in digital format (i.e. as a 
GIS layer).  Where the attributes of the data received 
were explicitly stated, either through accompanying 
information, or else incorporated into the dataset, this 
was taken as a sufficient level of information.  Where 

there was doubt, the status of sites was confirmed 
(where possible) with the data provider.  If the data 
still had uncertain status, decisions were taken on a 
site-by-site basis.

Map 2.  Access analysis study area
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