Many potentially interested community members or potential participants in the
planning process use computers to organise their own information and use the Internet
to find out information about local events and activities. A Website can provide access
to information about the forest or woodland and the planning process. By visiting

the site people can get information on the planning areq, the stages of planning, the
implications of different alternatives and opportunities for participation. A regularly
maintained, well-designed Website is good publicity and provides another avenue
for beginning the process of bringing people into an active relationship with the forest
or woodland. It is also a good, inexpensive medium to disseminate news, reports
and other updated information about progress. Discussion lists enable inferactive
communication and provide a good opportunity to network.

Resources and requirements

Skills

« Good computer design and programming skills are needed, but these can be hired
on a short-term basis.

« Good graphic design and writing skills are required to develop a site that people will
want to visit and revisit.

Resources

- Computers are needed for generating content and servers to provide access fo users.

« Central network servers should be available for public access to information on
equipment that receives routine maintenance.

Time
* Regular updating is a continuing commitment.

Useful sources of information

Books
« Participatory approach to natural resource management: a guide book. T. Loikkanen
(1999). Forest and Park Service, Finland.

Web
¢ www.communities.org.uk
+ Marking the Net Work: www.makingthenetwork.org/index.htm

Level of engagement

INFORMING: ¥ % %
CONSULTING:
INVOLVING:
PARTNERSHIP:

Strengths

« The public can have access to
current material.

« Distribution costs are low.

« Links to other information are
relatively easy.

* Interested people who are
distant from the local area are
given the opportunity to see
what is happening and find
ways to have their opinions
heard.

Weaknesses

« The information is unavailable
to people who do not have
access fo computers.

« Continual updating is
required.

« Irrelevant responses can be
generated which still require
resources fo serve.

+ Website experts may be
needed to build and manage
the site.

www.forestry.gov.uk/toolbox




This toolbox is designed to
assist Forestry Commission staff
when they are considering
which tools they could use to
involve the public in the forest
and woodland planning
process. For more information
please visit the website at:
www.forestry.gov.uk/toolbox
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Wales

« www.ngflscotland.gov.uk
* Partnerships Online: www.partnerships.org.uk
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Anglesey Red Squirrels

Forestry Commission Wales are working in partnership with the community reqgeneration
company Menter Mdn, and also the lecal community group Friends of the Anglesey Red

Squirrets to sateguard the last remaming rod squirels on the slnd.

Currently there are two separate populations of red squirtels on Anglesey. The first of these
ia resident within the mived pine and spruce srands of Mynydd Liwydiarth forest near the
village of Pentraeth. Recent genetic research has shown that these animals are of 3 type
not found anywhere el n the UK; althaugh they appear closely related to the red squarol

populations found in Mid- Wales.

Red aquirrels were close to extinction wirhin Mynydd
Uwydiarth in the late 19905, The forest contained
significant numbers of groy squirels which wore
competing with the remaining red squirrels.
Howwever, once the grey squinels were apped and
removed, the red squirrel popularion responded very
positively, and by 2002, there were almost 100 adult
rod squirrels bving in and around the Torest. Dusing
the spring of 2001, rad squirrels were found in broadleaved stands adjacent to the forast,
and the young red sguerels were successiully reared there, Durmg the sutumn menths it s
not uncommaon to sed two or three red squirrels foraging for hazel nuts in the Wem y Wylan
woodland on the eastem edge of Mynydd Uwydiarth.
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Useful sites

Anglesoy Rod

Squinels
Red Sguirrels in Wales
Mentor Min

Local Websites can be used to inform and consult people on forest plans (Forestry Commission Wales).
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