
Scots Pine Timber Quality in North Scotland: 
Resource Availability and Market Potential 

2nd October, 2009 

Venue 

Horizon Scotland, The Enterprise Park, Forres, Moray, Scotland, IV36 2AB 

Tel: +44 (0)1309 678 100


(http://www.horizon-scotland.com) 

Scots pine forests play a key role in the rural economy, delivering a sustainable supply of 
timber in addition to biodiversity, landscape and recreation benefits. Scots pine is of 
particular importance in north Scotland, where it comprises a third of the conifer forest area.  

This seminar presents results from recent research into the timber quality and market 
potential of the Scots pine resource, including: 

• Current management and utilisation 
• Tools and techniques for assessing timber quality in trees and logs  
• A survey of timber quality in forests across north Scotland  
• Market development study  
• Trials of new products 

The event will be of interest to all growers, managers, processors and users of Scots pine. 

The work presented at this seminar was jointly funded by the Forestry Commission,  

Scottish Enterprise and Highlands & Islands Enterprise


(http://www.horizon-scotland.com)


Seminar Programme


Scots Pine Timber Quality in North Scotland:  

Resource Availability and Market Potential 

Chair: Priscilla Gordon-Duff (Chair of Grampian Regional Forestry Forum) 

From 09.30 Coffee & registration 

10.00 Welcome 
Priscilla Gordon-Duff 

10.05 - 10.20 Opening address 
Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Environment  

10.20 – 10.40 Scotland’s Timber Development Programme - markets for home grown timber 
John Kissock OBE,  Chair: Timber Development Programme Steering Group 

10.40 – 11.05 Scots pine resource: current management and utilisation 
Elspeth Macdonald, Forest Research 

11.05 – 11.25 Coffee 

11.25 – 11.50 Assessing Scots pine timber quality  
Barry Gardiner, Forest Research 

11.50 - 12.15 Mechanical properties of Scots pine timber 
John Moore, Edinburgh Napier University Centre for Timber Engineering 

12.15 – 12.30 Questions on morning session 

12.30 – 13.45 LUNCH and demonstrations (acoustic tools, displays from local timber users etc) 

13.45 – 14.10 Scots pine and home grown timber in architecture 
Mark Williams, HRI Architects 

14.10 – 14.35 Future markets for Scots pine timber 
Ivor Davies, Edinburgh Napier University Centre for Timber Engineering 

14.35 – 15.00 Product development 
Geoff Cooper, Building Research Establishment  

15.00 – 15.15 Questions, discussion and sum-up 

 Roya l  Sco t t i sh  Fores t r y Soc ie t y  
P a t r o n :  H e r  M a j e s t y  T h e  Q u e e n  

These organisations have assisted in disseminating details of the event to their members 



REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: 


Organisation: 


Address: 


Telephone: 


E-mail: 


Dietary requirements (if any):   


Please return this form by e-mail, fax or post, by Monday 21st September, to: 

Evelyn Hall 
Forest Research 
Northern Research Station 
Roslin 
Midlothian 
EH25 9SY 
Tel: 0131 445 2176 
Fax: 0131 445 5124 
E-mail: evelyn.hall@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 


