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PAWS Specialist Assessment Template (SA08)

Sections in blue are to be completed by the Management Planner. 

Sections in black are to be completed by the PAWS Specialist Assessor.

Note: If you need to insert or delete rows to the table, select the row from the left margin of the table using the white arrow cursor,  right-click and select ‘Insert Rows’ or ‘Delete Rows’ from the menu, as required.

1. General Site Information & Management Planner/Owner Input

Site name: 
Owner: 

BWW Ref. No.: 
PAWS Assessor: 

Location: 
Management Planner: 

Grid Reference: 
Date: 

1.1 Management Planner Briefing


Management Planner Briefing

Include an outline of owner objectives and any specific issues identified by the Management Planner, such as known AW hotspots.


1.2 Site Information


Site Information
Sub-Cpts

Ancient Woodland Inventory Status



Site Designations



Habitat Networks



Habitat/Species Action Plans



Species Records



Aerial Photographs



Archaeological Records





Other Forest Plans, Assessments, etc.



1.3 Crop Details & Ancient Woodland Inventory Status

Sub-cpts
Area
P-year
Species
% Conifer
A.W. I .?
Justification for including non A.W.I. areas or removing A.W.I. areas from Assessment:

















































































1.4 Selection of Features for the PAWS Specialist Assessment

Feature no.
Feature Name
Feature Description
Owner’s decision to maintain, partially or fully restore (To be inserted once the PAWS Assessment has been completed)
Sub-cpts
Area





























2. Onsite Assessment

It will normally be appropriate to treat PAWS as one feature in the BWW Management Plan. However, if there are significant variations in the conifer crop type it may be necessary to have more features and to complete separate onsite assessments.

2.1 Feature name and brief description of woodland/crop

E.g. Is it part of a continuum? Elevation etc.


2.2 Current condition of the Feature

Select from the following list:

· Unfavourable Declining

· Unfavourable Recovering

· Favourable Recovered

· Favourable Maintained

· Partially Destroyed

· Destroyed

· Unknown


The current status of the Feature is: 

E.g. What are the remnant trees & shrubs (seed sources?). 

How much vigorous regen? Are the NW elements declining?


2.3 Summary of the main threats to the PAWS Feature

This may be one or two uncontrolled factors, or the absence of one or more desired characteristics


2.4 Long-term Vision for Maintaining the PAWS Feature  (as defined in BWW)
Identify the acceptable ecological condition to maintain the AW elements in perpetuity.


2.4.1 Long-term Vision forRestoring the PAWS Feature to native woodland (as defined in BWW)
Identify the native woodland type or best ecological condition for the feature.


2.5 Factors Affecting the PAWS Feature

Factor
Current Level
Target level
Monitoring



At year 5
Long-term


Site native trees







Non-native trees







Operational aspects







Adjacent woodland







Invasive plants







Grazing/browsing

























2.6 Desired Characteristics of the PAWS Feature

Desired Characteristic
Current Level
Target level
Monitoring



At year 5
Long-term


Canopy composition







Age class structure







Site native regeneration







Native flora







Understorey







Old/veteran trees







Deadwood



















2.7 Ecological Potential of the site

Consider the current native woodland status such as native regen, seed producing bld trees etc. Weigh this against the threats to the native woodland to make a judgement as to the potential of the site.

Sub-cpts
H/M/L
Justification


























2.8 Maintenance of Ancient Woodland Elements

2.8.1 General Management Approach to Factors & Desired Characteristics

For this feature, outline the management approach to each aspect. 

This section should identify the long-term management to maintain the ancient woodland elements on the site.

Describe the purpose of operations and what ancient woodland elements they are designed to maintain.
Non–Native Tree Crop  (e.g. regular thinning above native regeneration to maintain light levels)





Ancient Woodland Elements  (e.g. regular respacing/thinning of bls to provide next bld crop)





Other Factors/Desired Characteristics  (e.g. exclusion/reduction of stock/invasive species to allow regeneration)




2.8.2 Key management operational priorities in the next five years

Identify all operations necessary in the next five years to maintain the existing native woodland elements in relation to this feature.

This section should only include operations to maintain ancient woodland elements on the site.

Consider specifying percentage of non-native trees for removal, brash management, respacing etc.


Include any sensitive timings/species issues. Prioritise hotspots.


2.9  Restoration to Site Native Tree Species

2.9.1 General management approach to Factors & Desired Characteristics 
It is desirable for all PAWS sites to have an approach to restoration outlined.

For this feature outline the management approach to each aspect. 

This section should outline a management strategy to restore the site to native woodland.

Sensitivities should be considered e.g. landscape,

existing species,

existing habitats, 

pace of restoration.
Non–Native Tree Crop  (e.g. clearfell, heavy thin – prioritise areas & felling regime)





Ancient Woodland Elements  (e.g. respacing, thinning of broadleaves)





Other Factors/Desired Characteristics (
e.g. exclusion/reduction of stock, invasive species)




2.9.2 Key management operational priorities in the next 5 years

Identify all operations feasible in the next five years to aid restoration in relation to this feature.

These operations should be additional to those identified in Section 2.8.2 above.


2.10 Assessors Recommendations for this Feature
Using the appropriate headings, recommend a practical approach to managing the ancient woodland remnants on the site, considering the owners objectives.

Any important hotspots should be included, 

e.g. coppicing of bld whips and protecting bld stumps from brash.

Recommendations should be in line with FC policy and best practice guidelines.
Maintain
Sub-cpts






Restore 
Sub-cpts





3. Restoration Priority
On some sites, where the restoration priority is high, and the proposal is to fully restore the ancient woodland site to native tree species, a higher rate of grant may be available. This section will need to be completed by the Management Planner.

3.1 Site Restoration Priority

Category
Feature/Sub-cpt 
H/M/L

Assessment factors

Owner’s Objective/Restoration choice, current condition, ecological potential, threats etc.



Social

Community, education, recreation, landscape, health, cultural, heritage, future use etc.



Economic

Local employment,
markets, tourism etc.



Environment

Existing/adjacent ASNW. Local/strategic habitat networks? Contribution to LBAPs etc



Operational consideration
Location, access/infrastructure, terrain.



N.B. Restoration priority will need to be agreed between the Planner & the Woodland officer.
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