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Ecological Assessment Template (SA05)

1.     General Site Information & Management Planner Input

Sections in blue are to be completed by the Management Planner. 

Sections in black are to be completed by the Ecological Specialist Assessor.

Site Name:


BWW Ref. No:

Location:


Ecological Assessor:



Grid Ref:
Management Planner:

Date:
Owner:

1.1
Management Planner Briefing

Include an outline of owner objectives and any specific habitats or species identified by the Planner onsite.

 


1.2
Site Information
Sub-Cpts

Ancient Woodland Inventory Status



Site Designations



Habitat Networks



UK/LBAP Species



UK/LBAP Habitats



Aerial Photographs



Other Plans, Assessments, etc.



Other Information



Area of woodland to be surveyed



Note: Relevant IFES responses, maps & the Foundation Briefing Report should be copied to the Assessor.

2.




Key Species and selection of Habitat Features 

It will normally be appropriate to treat native woodland as one Feature in the BWW Management Plan. However, if there are significant variations in the habitats or NVC types it may be necessary to have two or more Features and to complete distinct onsite assessments. Important species may also be treated as Features if they cannot be managed satisfactorily as Factors.

Mapping – Maps of a suitable scale should be attached. These maps should be legible and identify feature, NVC types, streams, locations of key objectives to be completed in five years, etc. Please refer to the guidance document for more information.

2.1
Key Species

List all important species known to be on the site.

Only important species that cannot be treated satisfactorily as a factor should be treated as a feature. 

Sub-cpts
Area
Species
Location/Area of habitat
Feature or Factor

























For species that are listed as factors above complete table 2.2 for each species.

2.2
Key Species Information 

This should be site specific. Replicate and complete the following table to include all LBAP species present on the site. Plant lists can be attached as an Appendix. General guidance information on species present on the site can be included as an Appendix.

Key species 1


Relevant designations/ Statutory protection




Location within woodland

Map the areas of habitat used for breeding, foraging etc.




Factors affecting the status of key species




Current status of key species




2.3
Selection of Habitat Features

It will normally be appropriate to treat native woodland as one feature in the BWW Management Plan and so one feature in this Assessment. However, if there are significant variations in the habitats or NVC types it may be necessary to have two or more features and to replicate Section 3. 

Sub-cpts
Area
Woodland Type or Habitat
Origin 

(ASNW, secondary, etc.)
Comments (e.g. non-woodland habitat)
Feature Name






















Date of Assessment




3. Habitat Feature No.1 – Enter feature name 
This section should be replicated and completed for each feature.

3.1
Description of Feature

Include NVC communities. Describe sub-communities where uncommon ones present. NVC types should be shown on a map along with the woodland type.




3.2
Stand Type & Past Management

High forest, stored coppice, etc.

Past management should identify felling & planting.




3.3
Additional Information




3.4
Assessor’s Long-term Vision of Favourable Conservation Status

Define Favourable Conservation Status for the Feature. 

The vision must create a picture for the owner & Management Planner to envisage how the ecologist sees the woodland in (realistic) optimum condition.







3.5
Factors Affecting Feature

Factor
Target Level
Current level
Monitoring

Non-native trees






Regeneration






Adjacent woodland






Invasive plants






Grazing / browsing






Bats




Otter














3.6
Desired Characteristics

Desired Characteristic
Target Level
Current level
Monitoring

Canopy cover






Canopy composition






Site native regeneration






Native flora






Understorey






Old / veteran trees






Deadwood
















3.7
Ecological Evaluation

Summarise the main ecological interest of the site & indicate their relative importance.

Focus on HAP, LBAP information.

Consider national, regional & local importance.


Feature
Current Condition of Feature
Current Status
Sub-cpts







3.8
Key Work to Achieve Favourable Conservation Status

Identify any essential work needed to maintain/

move towards Favourable Conservation Status.

Consider national, regional & local importance.

Essential operations are those that must be carried out within the five-year BWW plan. 

Recommendations should be listed by priority.
 Habitat Feature 
Sub-cpts


Essential (to achieve favourable condition)

Recommended





Species 
Key Species


Essential (to achieve favourable condition)

Recommended





Essential (to achieve favourable condition)

Recommended




4. Species Feature No.1 – Enter feature name
This section should be replicated and completed for each species feature.

4.1
Description of Feature

Location of species.

Likely Areas used for foraging & Nesting.




4.2
Assessor’s Long-term Vision of Favourable Conservation Status

Define Favourable Conservation Status for the Feature. 

Create a picture for the owner & Management Planner to envisage how the ecologist sees the species in (realistic) optimum condition.







4.3
Factors Affecting Feature

Factor
Target Level
Current level
Monitoring

Canopy cover






Glades






Adjacent woodland




Understorey






Grazing / browsing









4.4
Desired Characteristics

Desired Characteristic
Target Level
Current level
Monitoring


























4.5
Ecological Evaluation

Focus on 

HAP/ LBAP information.

Consider national, regional & local importance.


Feature
Current Condition of Feature
Current Status
Sub-cpts







4.6
Key Work to Achieve Favourable Conservation Status

Identify any essential work needed to maintain/

move towards Favourable Conservation Status.

Essential operations are those that must be carried out within the five-year BWW plan.
Species 
Sub-cpts


Essential (to achieve favourable condition)

Recommended





Essential (to achieve favourable condition)

Recommended
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