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Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended)


Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended)

Application for a European Protected Species licence – forestry or woodland operations


NOTES FOR GUIDANCE (Please read the following notes carefully before completing this form).
· Please complete the form electronically, then print it off and sign it.  While it is helpful to email the completed form to us, we are unable to process the application without a signed original.  Please do not email supporting maps and other large documents;

· All questions in this application form must be completed in full unless otherwise stated: failure to provide

adequate information will delay the processing of your application.  Any further information you wish to provide should be appended on additional sheets;

· We aim to process applications within 30 working days of receipt of all the information requested. We cannot guarantee an earlier response;
· It is a condition of any licence issued that a full report of the work carried out under licence is submitted within four weeks of the expiry of the licence. You will be supplied with a licence report form on which to do this if granted a licence. Failure to do so may result in future applications being refused. Information from these reports is required to provide summary information to Welsh Assembly Government and others on the number of licences issued, the purpose of the licence and which species are covered. None of these summary statistics include personal information about licensees.  The information may also be used for conservation purposes and shared with other organisations; and
· If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact the Welsh Assembly Government at the contacts at the end of this form.

The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) fully protect all European protected species (EPS). For animals it is an offence to  deliberately kill, injure or capture (take); to deliberately disturb; damage or destroy breeding sites or resting places; possess or transport; sell or exchange any European protected species or parts of the same. 

For plants it is an offence to deliberately pick, collect, cut, uproot, destroy, possess and control a wild plant of an EPS. For further details please check the guidance and legislation which can be found at the following sites: http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/env_cons_management/conservation_biodiversity/habitatsdirective/?lang=en,  http://www.jncc.gov.uk/
Please use this application form if you wish to undertake one or more works/activities (from those listed above) that would affect an animal or plant protected species.

Under Regulation 44(2) (c) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), the Countryside Council for Wales has the authority to grant licences for the purpose of :

· Conserving wild animals or wild plants or introducing them to particualr areas.

Under Regulations 44(2) (e-g) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations (as amended), the Welsh Assembly Government, under powers conferred by Welsh Ministers, has authority to issue licences for the following purposes:

· Preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment; 

· Preventing the spread of disease; and   

· Preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit, growing timber or any other forms of property or to fisheries; to allow people to carry out activities which would otherwise be illegal; 
Provided that:

· that there is no satisfactory alternative; 
    and
· that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range. 

Part A : The Applicant: personal details 

These questions relate to the person who will be the named licensee.   As the licensee you will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence and its conditions.   

1.
(a)
Name of applicant


Title (e.g. Mr,



Mrs, Miss, Ms)
 
  


    Forename



                      Surname




Company Name



Business Title

(if appropriate)

Role

    (b)
Address 

Daytime telephone number (include national dialling code)          
Mobile telephone number         

Fax number                                                                                        Email address

    

Forestry Commission (FC) Better Woodlands for Wales (BWW), 

Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) and/or Felling Licence reference number(s)


Part B : The Application

2. Protected Species

Species of Animal

Please indicate which species is/are affected by the proposed works. 

Bats
COMMON PIPISTRELLE  (Pipistrellus pipistrellus)  ........

SOPRANO PIPISTRELLE  (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) …....  

NATHUSIUS’ PIPISTRELLE (Pipistrellus nathusii) …….. 

BRANDT’S (Myotis brandtii)  …………………………………..  
BECHSTEIN’S (Myotis bechsteinii) …………………………..  
DAUBENTON’S (Myotis daubentonii) .................................. 
NATTERER’S  (Myotis nattereri) ……………………………... 
NOCTULE  (Nyctalus noctula) …………………………….…..    

WHISKERED (Myotis mystacinus)  …………………………...  
BROWN LONG EARED (Plecotus auritus)  …………………   

GREY LONG EARED (Plecotus austriacus)  ………………...  
BARBASTELLE  (Barbastella barbastellus) …………………… 
LEISLER’S (Nyctalus leisleri) ……………………………….……..  

SEROTINE (Eptesicus serotinus) ………………………….……… 
LESSER HORSESHOE (Rhinolophus hipposideros)………… .
GREATER HORSESHOE (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum)  … ..

UNIDENTIFIED ………………………….……..

Other animals
DORMOUSE (Muscardinus avellanarius) ………………………. 

NEWT, GREAT CRESTED (Triturus cristatus) …………..
OTTER (Lutra lutra)  …………………   



EPS plants found in Wales

DOCK, SHORE (Rumex rupestris) …………………………………
FERN, KILLARNEY (Trichomanes speciosum) ……………… .

GENTIAN, EARLY (Gentianella anglica) ……………. ………
ORCHID, FEN (Liparis loeslii) ……………. …………………….

PLANTAIN, FLOATING-LEAVED WATER (Luronium natans) …………………………………

3. Evidence for the species being present

Please answer the following questions 3.1 – 3.5  for each species specified in question 2. Complete and attach an extra sheet if necessary.

3.1
Is it within the known geographic range?


3.2
What habitats are present and appear to being used?


3.3
Are there records for this species at this or nearby sites?


3.4
What signs have been observed in the field?


3.5
Have any specialist surveys been done? Please attach a copy of your findings if available.

Who by and when?




What did they find?


4.
Purpose of the licence application (tick one box only)

Preserving -
public health 




public safety




other imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment)



Preventing -
serious damage to property 




the spread of disease



Conserving -
wild animals or introducing them to particular areas



Please include in the space provided below your reasons for the purpose chosen above.




5. Purpose of the proposed work


















(a)
Please explain how the proposed activity meets the purpose. (Please provide key extracts from any relevant documentation or reports for our reference).   






(b)
Please explain briefly why it is necessary to carry out the proposed work affecting the species.






(c)
Provide a brief description of the proposed activity or operations (e.g. capture of animals followed by felling or coppicing/ hedgerow management). Please provide a copy of your METHOD STATEMENT.


6.
No Satisfactory alternatives


Please provide details of what other courses of action have you considered to reduce the impact upon EPS? What was the outcome? Why are the alternatives not suitable? Why have they been discounted?  Please attached further information if necessary.







7.  Summary of the licensing position


No Planning Permission required


No FC Felling Licence required


FC Felling Licence / BWW applied for (licensing authority will contact FC for details).


FC Felling Licence / BWW / WGS granted


Other Licences granted for the proposed activity (provide details)



8. Consideration of designated sites 

Designated Areas:  Local Nature Reserves (LNR), National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, and certain other river/lake systems.

(a)
Will any part of the proposed activity fall within an area covered by a designated site. E.g LNR, NNR, SSSI, SAC, SPA, Ramsar?        
        YES

         NO


(b)
Will any part of the proposed activity fall adjacent to a designated site?               
        YES

         NO


(c)
If YES to either of the above, have you consulted the Countryside Council for Wales for advice on the implications of your application on the protected site?        
        YES

         NO


(d)
Please give either the outcome of your consultations or the reason why you have not consulted.  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.


9.  Activities to be licensed   

 (a) Proposed Methods

Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use, the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method.  This information will be used when drawing up the licence and failure to give full details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued. 

Species
Activity to be licensed (please tick)

Time period


Capture
Kill 

(exceptional circumstances only)
Transport
Disturb
Damage or destroy breeding site 
or resting place
Pick, collect, uproot, cut or destory a wild plant (please specify)
Method to be used, e.g.  by hand, net, exclusion.
From
To













































(b) Location of proposed licensed action

Site name and address
Local Authority                                                                Post code                  

O.S. Refs. of corner of parcel of land (mark on accompanying map -e.g. AA123 123)


Map
Please attach a map showing the area affected and the key features. A second map would may be needed to put the woodland in the wider landscape context.

Full Forestry Commission (FC) Reference no. if known


(c)
How many animals/plants of each species will be affected by the licensed work?  Please attach a copy of specialist survey and survey results.






(d)
Briefly state how you will 
maintain an equivalent
population at or near to the licensed site


9. Experience and qualifications

Please give brief details of your experience and qualifications relevant to the species listed at 2.


 11. Accrediated Agents

If you propose to employ accredited agents please state their name and the work they will be undertaking. 

Part C : Declarations 

11.


Have you, or any persons listed above by you, been convicted of an offence under the Conservation of Seals Act 1970, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, the Food and Environment Protection Act 1985, the Protection of Animals Acts 1911-27, the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994, the Wild Mammals Protection Act 1996 or the
        Tick as appropriate


Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006? 
YES

NO



If YES, please give details, including dates


12.
I understand that the deliberate killing, injuring, capturing or disturbing  of EPS, or damage or destruction of their breeding site/resting place is illegal without a licence and that it is a legal requirement to comply with the conditions of any licence I may be granted following this application. 

I understand that it is an offence to deliberately pick, collect, cut, uproot or destroy a wild plant of an EPS.
I authorise employees or representatives of the Countryside Council for Wales and/or the Welsh Assembly Government to enter the site which subject to this application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works where a prior appointment has been agreed.

I understand that you may consult any other interested party, if you consider it appropriate to do so.  This document and supporting material will be provided to them for comment by written or verbal representation.  I understand that the Countryside Council for Wales and/or the Welsh Assembly Government may visit to check compliance with a licence.


Signature of the person to be licenced

Date



Name in

BLOCK LETTERS




Contact details
If you are applying for a licence under the conservation purposes listed in question 4 above, please send the application form to:
If you are applying for a licence for any other purpose listed in question 4 above, please send the application form to:

Countryside Council for Wales

Species Protection Team

Maes y Ffynnon

Penrhosgarnedd

Bangor

Gwynedd

LL57 2DW

Tel: 0845 1306229

Email: speciesprotection@ccw.gov.uk
Welsh Assembly Government

EPS Licensing Team

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity Branch

Crown Building

Northgate Street

Aberystwyth

Ceredigion

SY23 2JS

Tel: 01970 653825

Fax: 01970 653900

Email: chris.worker@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Access to information

All of the information held by the Welsh Assembly Government and Countryside Council for Wales, relating to your application for a licence under the Habitat Regulations, will be processed and managed by us in accordance with our obligations and duties under the: 

· Data Protection Act 1998; 

· Freedom of Information Act 2000; 

· The Environmental Information Regulations 2004; and 

· All other laws relating to access to information.

With this in mind, your information, including your personal information, may be the subject of a request by another member of the public. When responding to such requests we may be required to release information, including your personal information. Our response to such requests will be in accordance with the guidelines provided by the Welsh Assembly Government Code of Practice on Access to Information. The Code is published on the Internet at:

www.information.wales.gov.uk
Further information
For further information about the personal data collected and its use, if you have any concerns about the accuracy of personal data, or wish to exercise any of your rights under the Data Protection Act 1998, you should contact:

· Access to Information Officer, Countryside Council for Wales, Maes Y Ffynnon, Penrhosgarnedd, Bangor. Gwynedd LL57 2DW;
· The Welsh Assembly Government’s Data Protection Officer, Welsh Assembly Government Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ; and

· The Information Commissioners Office help line can be contacted on 01625 545745.

Further information on Data Protection may be obtained at www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

An administration fee of £10 may be charged by CCW. 

Please indicate, by ticking the box below, if you consent to the Welsh Assembly Government and the Countryside Council for Wales using the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that we provide to you.  



Please note that it would be helpful if any information in this application, which you consider to be subject to a duty of confidence, for commercial or industrial reasons or to be your intellectual property, is clearly marked as such.

WARNING

· Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with the terms and conditions of licence.   The licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence; 

· The Welsh Assembly Government or the Countryside Council for Wales can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence; and

· Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), any person who in order to obtain a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution.   Any person found guilty of such offences  is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both.




















			





         











Owner�
�
Woodland Manager�
�
Land Agent�
�
Consultant or Adviser�
�
�
Contractor�
�
Employee of the owner�
�
Other�
�
�















Local Authority                                                                    Postcode          
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