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Table1Areaofwoodland,2010

Totalwoodland

FC/FS

England14455199

Wales9015105

Scotland41330443

NorthernIreland56661

UK703105809

Non-FC/FS

England220712931

Wales65114179

Scotland627273900

NorthernIreland101627

UK92211152037

Allwoodland

England3647661130

Wales155129284

Scotland10403031343

NorthernIreland662288

UK162512202846

Notes:
1.Areasasat31March2010.
2.FC/FS=ForestryCommission/ForestService;Non-FC/FS=allotherwoodland,includingsomeother

publiclyownedwoodland.
3.Figuresfornon-FCwoodlandinGreatBritainarebasedondataobtainedfromthe1995–1999National

InventoryofWoodlandandTreesandadjustedfornewplantingandsalesofFCwoodland,butatpres-
entnoadjustmentismadeforwoodlandconvertedtoanotherlanduse.

4.Broadleavesincludecoppiceandcoppicewithstandards.

thousandsofhectares

Table2Areaofcertifiedwoodland,2010

thousandsofhectares

FC/FSNon-FC/FS
Totalwoodland

areacertified

England199144343

Wales10518124

Scotland443314757

NorthernIreland61364

UK8094791288

Notes:
1.Areasasat31March2010.
2.FC/FS=ForestryCommission/ForestService;Non-FC/FS=allotherwoodland,includingsomeother

publiclyownedwoodland.
3.Allcertifiedwoodlandin2010isundertheForestStewardshipCouncil(FSC)scheme.Somewoodlandis

alsocertifiedundertheProgrammefortheEndorsementofForestCertification(PEFC)Scheme.
4.TheestimatesarebasedonUKdatapublishedbyFSC,supplementedbydatafromindividualcertificates

andothersources.Wherepossible,figuresareforthewoodlandareacertified,ratherthanthelandarea
certified.

5.TheForestryCommissionandForestServiceareasarethelatestareas,asshowninTable1,ratherthan
theareasshownonthecertificates.

Notes:
1.NewplantingfigurescomefromForestryCommissionandForestServiceadministrativesystems.
2.Areasreceivinggrantaidareallocatedtoyearsbydateofpayment.
3.Figuresincludeanestimateofareasplantedwithoutgrantaid.
4.Includeswoodlandformedbynaturalcolonisation.

thousandsofhectares

Newplanting:UK
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YearEnglandWalesScotlandNorthern
IrelandUK

(to
31/3)

Total

20060.13.60.00.51.03.00.00.61.17.68.7

20070.13.10.00.42.04.60.00.52.18.510.7

20080.12.50.00.20.73.40.10.50.96.77.5

20090.02.50.00.11.22.30.00.31.25.16.4

20100.02.30.00.10.52.20.00.20.54.85.4

Thousands
ofhectaresRestocking:UK
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Notes:
1.RestockingfigurescomefromForestryCommissionandForestServiceadministrativesystems.
2.Areasreceivinggrantaidareallocatedtoyearsbydateofpayment.
3.Figuresincludeanestimateofareasplantedwithoutgrantaid.
4.Includeswoodlandformedbynaturalregeneration.
5.Naturalregenerationofbroadleavesinnon-clearfellsystemsislikelytobeunder-reportedinthistable.

thousandsofhectares

YearEnglandWalesScotlandNorthern
IrelandUK

(to
31/3)Total

20062.11.11.81.07.81.20.80.212.53.415.9

20071.80.92.10.910.61.80.70.115.33.619.0

20082.01.51.50.810.81.80.50.014.84.118.9

20091.71.71.40.88.21.40.80.112.14.016.1

20101.51.31.30.88.01.50.70.011.53.615.1

Table4Restocking

Table3NewplantingTable5Woodproduction

thousandsofgreentonnes
YearSoftwoodHardwood

FC/FS
Non-
FC/FS

TotalFC/FS
Non-
FC/FS

Total

2005457938948473101492593

200645823917849945392438

200746534369902240400440

200844154016843243388431

200951263353847987446533

2007–2011477850789856......

2012–20165447584711294......

2017–20215620636111980......

2022–20265048652211570......

Notes:
1.FC/FS=ForestryCommissionandForestService;Non-FC/FS=Allotherwoodland,includingother

publiclyownedwoodland.
2.Onegreentonneisequivalenttoapproximately0.98m3underbarksoftwoodor0.88m3underbark

hardwood,andtoapproximately1.22m3overbarkstandingsoftwoodor1.11m3overbarkstanding
hardwood.

3.Thefiguresforsoftwood(conifers)productionarebasedonFC/FSadministrativerecordsandon
trendsreportedbythelargestharvestingcompanies.Inanyyear,theymaydifferfromtheestimatesof
deliveriesgiveninTable6abecauseofvariationsinthelevelofstocksbetweenharvestinganddelivery
tothewoodprocessor.Howeverapersistentdifferenceindicatesthatstatisticsforwoodproduction
and/ordeliveriesmaybeunreliable.

4.Thefiguresshownforhardwood(broadleaved)productionareestimates,basedonreporteddeliveries
towoodprocessingindustriesandFC/FSadministrativerecords.

5.Theforecastsoffutureproductionareannualaveragesforthefiveyearperiodsandaretakenfromthe
2005UKForecastofSoftwoodAvailability(FC,2006)(notNationalStatistics).

Table6aSoftwooddeliveries

Year
Saw-
mills

Pulp-
mills

Wood-
based
panels

Fencing
Wood-

fuel
Other

Round-
wood

exports
Total

200549245001502317100957058143

2006521048113652741001146438187

2007559047213622942001137598790

2008495451512193393001287338187

2009515351110093476501603478178
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M
illions

ofgreen
tonnes

Softwooddeliveries

0

2

4

6

8

10

2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985

Notes:
1.Figuresarebasedonprocessingindustries'purchasesofsoftwoodgrownintheUKandestimatesfor

woodfuel.
2.Woodfuelreportedhereisderivedfromstemwood,andfrom2007includesestimatedroundwooduse

forbiomassenergy.
3.Otherincludesshavingsandpoles.
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Table 6b Hardwood deliveries

thousands of green tonnes

Notes:
1. Figures are based on processing industries' purchases of hardwood grown in the UK and estimates for

woodfuel and other uses.
2. Woodfuel reported here is derived from stemwood, and from 2007 includes estimated roundwood use

for biomass energy.
3. Other includes round fencing and roundwood exports.

Year Saw-mills Pulp-mills
Wood-
based
panels

Wood-
fuel

Other Total

2005 72 214 2 250 55 593

2006 64 54 1 250 70 438

2007 66 0 5 300 69 440

2008 66 0 2 300 63 431

2009 73 0 1 400 59 533
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Table 7 Production of wood products

Notes:
1. Total production from UK mills, including products using imported material.
2. Excludes other wood products (e.g. fuelwood and round fencing), roundwood and

intermediate products (e.g. sawmill products, pulp and recovered paper).

Year Sawnwood Wood-based panels
Paper &

paperboard

(000 m3) (000 m3) (000 tonnes)

2005 2 780 3 398 6 039

2006 2 904 3 498 5 588

2007 3 143 3 549 5 228

2008 2 815 3 140 4 983

2009 2 871 3 030 4 293

Table 8 Import and export volumes

Notes:
1. Source: UK overseas trade statistics (HM Revenue & Customs), industry associations and
conversion factors.
2. Other wood includes roundwood, wood charcoal, chips, particles and residues.
3. Pulp & paper includes paperboard and recovered waste paper.

Year

Imports Exports

Sawn-
wood

Other
wood

Wood-
based
panels

Pulp &
paper

Wood
(sawn

& other)

Wood-
based
panels

Pulp &
paper

(000 m3) (000 t) (000 m3) (000 t)

2005 8341 1325 3939 9434 1544 520 4518

2006 7963 1133 3959 9332 1630 510 5022

2007 8469 1621 3858 9405 1698 599 5743

2008 5886 1921 3389 8821 1510 520 5932

2009 5240 946 2500 8052 877 451 5361
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Table 9 Import and export values

Year

Imports Exports

Sawn-
wood

Other
wood

Wood-
based
panels

Pulp &
paper

Wood
(sawn

& other)

Wood-
based
panels

Pulp &
paper

2005 1120 114 918 3954 87 102 1286

2006 1144 112 926 4156 98 128 1284

2007 1516 128 914 4275 110 107 1427

2008 1085 158 873 4273 98 104 1590

2009 953 101 677 4071 63 104 1362

Notes:
1. Source: UK overseas trade statistics (HM Revenue & Customs), industry associations.
2. Other wood includes roundwood, wood charcoal, chips, particles and residues.
3. Pulp & paper includes paperboard and recovered waste paper.

£ million

Table 10 Woodland bird populations

index (year 2000=100)

Year
All woodland

species
Woodland gener-

alists
Woodland special-

ists

2004 96 96 96

2005 102 103 102

2006 96 98 96

2007 100 105 98

2008 107 108 107

Notes:
1. Based on data in Wild Bird Populations Statistics release (Defra, November 2009).
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Table 11 Visiting woodland

per cent of population

Year Aged 16–34 Aged 35–54
Aged 55
and over

Total

2001 75 77 63 72

2003 71 72 60 67

2005 66 74 56 65

2007 79 82 69 77

2009 78 84 69 77

Notes:
1. Source: UK and GB Public Opinion of Forestry Surveys (not National Statistics).
2. Per cent of population aged 16 and over visiting woodland in last few years.
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Frequency of visitors in summer and winter

Year Forestry Saw-
milling Panels Pulp &

paper

Total forestry &
primary wood

processing

2004 13 11 6 17 47

2005 12 10 6 14 42

2006 11 13 5 14 43

2007 13 12 5 12 42

2008 12 11 5 13 41

Table 12 Employment in forestry and primary wood
processing

thousands

Notes:
1. Source: Annual Business Inquiry - average employment in year (Office for National Statistics, June 2009

and June 2010).
2. UK Standard Industrial Classification (SIC 2003) categories, used for 2004–2007 data, are:

02 (forestry, logging & related services); 20.1 (sawmilling and planing of wood, impregnation of wood);
20.2 (manufacture of veneer sheets, manufacture of plywood, laminboard, particleboard and other
panels and boards); 21.1 (manufacture of pulp, paper and paperboard).

3. UK Standard Industrial Classification (SIC 2007) categories, used for 2008 data, are:
02 (forestry and logging); 16.1 (sawmilling and planing of wood); 16.21 (manufacture of veneer sheets
and woodbased panels); 17.1 (manufacture of pulp, paper and paperboard).

4. Excludes secondary wood processing and other wood-using industries.

Year Forestry Saw-
milling Panels Pulp &

paper

Total forestry &
primary wood

processing

2004 321 356 275 788 1740

2005 323 424 255 762 1764

2006 286 441 298 612 1637

2007 384 498 344 825 2051

2008 466 450 257 734 1907

Table 13 Gross value added in forestry and primary wood
processing

Notes:
1. Source: Annual Business Inquiry (Office for National Statistics, June 2009 and June 2010).
2. UK Standard Industrial Classification (SIC 2003) categories, used for 2004–2007 data, are:

02 (forestry, logging & related services); 20.1 (sawmilling and planing of wood, impregnation of wood);
20.2 (manufacture of veneer sheets, manufacture of plywood, laminboard, particleboard and other
panels and boards); 21.1 (manufacture of pulp, paper and paperboard).

3. UK Standard Industrial Classification (SIC 2007) categories, used for 2008 data, are:
02 (forestry and logging); 16.1 (sawmilling and planing of wood); 16.21 (manufacture of veneer sheets
and woodbased panels); 17.1 (manufacture of pulp, paper and paperboard).

4. Excludes secondary wood processing and other wood-using industries.

£ million

Notes:
1. Source: FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 (not National Statistics).
2. Cyprus is included in EU-27 total but is part of FAO’s Asia region.

Table 14 Forest cover: international comparisons, 2010

Country
Forest area
(million ha)

Total land area
(million ha)

Forest as %
of land area

United Kingdom 3 24 12

Finland 22 30 73

France 16 55 29

Germany 11 35 32

Italy 9 29 31

Spain 18 50 36

Sweden 28 41 69

Other EU 49 154 32

Total EU-27 157 419 37

Russian Federation 809 1638 49

Total Europe 1005 2215 45

Africa 674 2974 23

Asia 593 3091 19

North &
Central America

705 2135 33

Oceania 191 849 23

South America 864 1746 49

World 4033 13011 31

annual change

Region
1990–2000 2000–2010

(thousand
ha)

(%)
(thousand

ha)
(%)

UK 18 0.68 9 0.31

EU-27 732 0.51 517 0.34

Total Europe 877 0.09 676 0.07

Africa -4067 -0.56 -3414 -0.49

Asia -595 -0.10 2235 0.39

North &
Central America

-289 -0.04 -10 0.00

Oceania -36 -0.02 -700 -0.36

South America -4213 -0.45 -3997 -0.45

World -8323 -0.20 -5211 -0.13

Notes:
1. Source: FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 (not National Statistics).
2. Cyprus is included in EU-27 total but is part of FAO’s Asia region.

Table 15 Forest area changes: international comparisons

million m3

Region
Industrial

roundwood
Woodfuel

Total round-
wood

UK 8 1 8

EU-27 333 88 421

Total Europe 505 152 657

Africa 70 638 708

Asia 243 754 997

North & Central America 500 132 632

Oceania 52 16 68

South America 186 201 387

World 1557 1892 3449

Table 16 Wood removals: international comparisons, 2008

Canada
Sweden
Finland

Russia
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Indonesia
France
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Italy

United Kingdom
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ExportsImports
Value of imports and exports ($billion)
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Largest net importers and exporters of forest products, 2008
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(million m3) (million m3) (million tonnes)

UK 3 8 3 5 5 11

EU-27 105 98 64 61 99 90

Total Europe 138 113 79 76 113 103

Africa 9 12 3 3 4 7

Asia 89 109 117 111 147 154

North & Central America 120 120 49 53 101 100

Oceania 10 8 4 3 3 4

South America 39 34 15 10 11 12

World 404 395 267 257 380 380

Notes for Tables 16 and 17:
1. Source: FAO (not National Statistics).
2. Cyprus is included in EU-27 total but is part of FAO’s Asia region.

Table 17 Wood products: international comparisons, 2008


